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Welcome and thank you for being here with us today…. 

 

Before we start, I would like to request that everyone stand for a moment of silence to 

remember all those who have sacrificed for their country and cause, the martyrs, and here 

we remember Mahmoud Al-Fataaer, a participant in the Youth Program in Nablus, who was 

killed by Israeli occupation forces on May 30, 2007; we also stand in solidarity with 

Palestinian political prisoners and their families, and those who continue to fight for the 

right to live in their homes and those that fight to return to their homes. 

 

Let us stand in a moment of silence which will be followed by the Palestinian National 

Anthem…. 
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Welcoming Remarks: 

 

Welcome and thank you for being here with us today…. 

 

Before we start, I would like to request that everyone stand for a moment of silence to 

remember all those who have sacrificed for their country and cause, the martyrs, and here 

we remember Mahmoud Al-Fataaer, a participant in the Youth Program in Nablus, who was 

killed by Israeli occupation forces on May 30, 2007; we also stand in solidarity with 

Palestinian political prisoners and their families, and those who continue to fight for the 

right to live in their homes and those that fight to return to their homes. 

 

Let us stand in a moment of silence which will be followed by the Palestinian National 

Anthem…. 
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On behalf of the Palestinian Counseling Center, I would like to thank you for joining us 

today on this celebratory occasion – 25 years of Determination and Perseverance.   Today 

we will take you on a journey of the PCC from 1983 to the present, through verbal, visual 

and written presentations.  We are honored to have among us today some of the founders of 

PCC – the innovators and avant guarde.   The Center was founded in Jerusalem in 1983 and 

we are proud to say that for the past twenty-five years – we have remained steadfast in 

Jerusalem. 

 

Robert Collier, author and publisher said that, “Vision reaches beyond the thing that is, into 

the conception of what can be.”  PCC's vision is the mental well being of Palestinians in an 

independent democratic state with Jerusalem as its capital.  We continue to work towards 

achieving this vision through working on a holistic approach inclusive of clinical services, 

prevention based programs, capacity building for students, mental health workers and 

organizations and advocacy to change what is to what should be.    

 

Mental wellbeing is a right; nevertheless, working in mental health services is a challenge 

and is quite difficult.  Seeking help with psychological difficulties brings with it stigma, the 

stigma of “insanity,”  the fear of losing ones mind which is quite terrifying always, but 

when it also comes with occupation and people losing their self-esteem and their will to 

plan and go on with life, that challenge is maximized.  Our driving force to overcome these 

challenges was always the philosophy behind the work and we continue to ensure that the 

philosophy and the actions go hand in hand (transformation of the individual and the 

system).  The aspiration of the founders of the PCC was to help the people transcend the 

pain through counseling, so that they become warriors and defeat the hold of occupation on 

both the internal and external levels.  This is what the founders believed and this continues 

to be the essence of our work and our being.   

 

Last year the PCC received the Welfare Association Achievement Award, an award that 

recognizes Palestinian NGOs that made distinctive achievements in their operations and 

services.  We are honored to receive this award from an organization that has supported the 

PCC from its beginnings.  It just so happens that the PCC and the Welfare Association are 

both celebrating our silver jubilees this year.       

 

This award would not have been possible without the continued support of the local 

community as well as PCC partners.  It is to the Palestinian community, of whom we are 

integral part of and whom we were created to serve, that we stand in eternal gratitude.  We 

are proud and feel honored to strive together to achieve justice and pave the way for a future 

of dignity, peace and prosperity for our land and our people. 

 

Thank you. 
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 Ahmad Awaidah  

The PCC has always been very proud of our governing bodies who have supported, guided 

and nurtured the center - from the founding members until the present board of directors.  

And now, please welcome Mr. Ahmad Awaidah, the Chairman of the PCC Board of 

Directors.   
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Rana Nashashibi  

I thought long and hard on how to introduce Rana.  Through her leadership at the PCC we 

have witnessed great advancements and expansion in our work both vertically and 

horizontally.  She is someone who has gone beyond the call of duty not only at the PCC, but 

also on the political and community levels. 

 

Committed – Giving – A leader and a visionary – this is Rana. 

 

During a time of financial crisis, in the early 1990’s, Rana worked effortlessly to ensure that 

the work of the Center continued, even if on a voluntary basis.  Rana and Reema Shweiki 

taught at universities and provided training and used that income to sustain the work of the 

PCC –basically ensuring that the availability and accessibility to professional assistance for 

individuals seeking counseling services continued.  Prior to this, as Rana worked as a 

counselor at the Center she introduced the concept of school counseling which was later 

adopted by the Palestinian Ministry of Education and led to the hiring and placement of 

counselors in public schools, over 850 today – ensuring that all children receive the 

assistance needed through counseling services.  These are but two examples of many, where 

Rana showed her commitment and leadership at the PCC and beyond.  

 

Later on in the program, we will acknowledge and recognize individuals who we 

consider visionaries.  Rana is one of those individuals that we consider a visionary – 

not only in the field of mental health – but overall development.   She is an inspiration 

for many and a true leader…  

 

Please help we welcome the general director of the PCC, Rana Nashashibi. 
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SDC has been a PCC partner since 1998 and is presently on of the PCC Core Partners.   

As with many of our partners, SDC not only assists PCC financially, but also the 

exposure of our work professionally as well as advocacy work in Jerusalem  through 

organizing meetings with visiting Swiss delegations including parliamentarians and 

journalists.  Please help me welcome Rana Warrad-Sandouka.   

 

 

Broach  

 

PCC Board of Directors  

 

1. Ahmad Awaidah, 

Chairman if the Board 

 

2. Samir Barghouti, 

Vice-Chairman 

 

3. Lina Masrouji, 

Treasurer (Ameenit al-Sandouk) 

 

4. Dr. Samia Hulieleh, 

Secretary General 

 

5. Dr. Michele Sansour, 

Member 

 

6. Dr. Anwar Dudin, 

Member 

7. Randa Siniora, 

Member 
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We are pleased and proud to acknowledge the following individuals and 

organizations for their efforts and contributions towards the continuity and 

development of the PCC: 
 

No. Name Remark  

Individuals that have contributed to the development of the PCC over the past 25 years  

1. The Martyr Faisal 

Husseini 
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Every place can and has been connected to a special 

individual.  For Palestinians, when you say Jerusalem, 

you think Faisal Husseini., who also is one of the 

founders of the PCC.  Today we honor his memory, 

his guidance and support – not only for the PCC but 

for Palestine in general and Jerusalem in specific.  

 

2. Dr. Mubarak Awad  

 

FARID TAWIL will 

introduce him in Arabic  

One of the founders and the first director of the PCC.  

Dr. Awad is a visionary who worked to make things 

happen.  In addition to his profession, Dr. Awad 

introduced civil disobedience and non-violent actions 

in the Palestinian community in which he paid a heavy 

price – forced physical deportation by the Israeli 

occupation forces.  He continues his efforts to expose 

Israeli occupations and its implications on the 

Palestinian people as well as his non-violent initiatives 

in the United States.   

To Dr. Awad we owe our presence as an organization.   

3. Mrs. Maysara Al-Sharif  ���	�� �'
���� ��� �
��� � +����� 0��;� [��O .
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One of the founders of the PCC and presently a 

member of the Center’s General Assembly.  Mrs. Al-

Sharif is an educator and has dedicated her life to 

educating generations of young women. 

4. Mr. Adnan Adbulkarim   ���	�� �'
��� 0) ��� �
��� � +����� 0��;� ���.  
One of the founders of the PCC and a member of the 

General Assembly.   

5. Mr. Farid Al-Tawil  � ��� �
���� +����� 0��;� ������	�� �'
��� . �
���
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One of the founders of the PCC and presently a 

member of the General Assembly.  Mr. Tawil is not 

only an educator in history, but also a political and 

community activist well known to generations of 

Palestinians in Jerusalem.   
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Dr. Khamash is one of the individuals that evaluated 

the work of the PCC during its beginnings.  Dr. 

Khamash has and continues to be very supportive of 

the work of the Center and has gone beyond the call of 

duty on many occasions including the registration of 

the PCC Rehabilitation Program in Azoun. 

 

Dr. Khamash served on the Board of Directors of the 

PCC and is presently a member of the General 

Assembly. 

7. Mrs. Haifa Al-Sabasi    +����� 8�
���� 1�%� ��<� 0� 0������ :�#
� 8�
���
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Mrs. Haifa Sabasi was the second director of the PCC 

and one of the first counselors in Palestine.  Mrs. 

Sabasi presently teaches at Birzeit University. 

8. Dr. Shafiq Masalha  

 

REEMA S. will 

introduce him in Arabic 

Dr. Maslha not only served as a clinical supervisor for 

PCC clinicians for 11 years, but also as a director for 

one year.   Dr. Masalha is a member of the PCC 

General Assembly and continues to guide the Center 

in its work.   

9. Mrs. Mary Sabella   � !
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Mrs. Sabella is also one of the first counselors in 

Palestine and continues to contribute to the field of 

counseling through her work in Bethlehem University.  

Mrs. Sabella served as a member of the center’s 

Board of Directors for many years and is presently a 

member of the General Assembly. 

10. Mr. Fayek Hussein  "��� 0) ���F, \�F�9� "�� !� !
�� Q'�) �
���

 �$� �
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���� ��
���,�3� ���F��

!
(��) 0) "����� .0) ��� �
��� ���  0) ���	�� �'
���

+�����  .  
Mr. Hussein is one of the first individuals who 

specialized in social work and has contributed greatly 

to the development of the field in Palestine.  Mr. 

Hussein is a member of the PCC’s General Assembly.  

11. Mrs. Reema Al-Kilani  8�
�� 0%�
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� 8�
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Mrs. Kilani is responsible for Counseling and Special 

Education Programs in the Palestinian Ministry of 

Education.  Mrs. Kilani is credited for strengthening 
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relations between the PCC and the MoE.   Not only 

has she been a supported of PCC efforts, but also a 

visionary    

12. Dr. Khalil Nakhleh 

RANA will introduce 

him in Arabic and 

English. 

 

RANA 

 

13. The Palestinian Ministry 

of Education/ Directorate 

of Jerusalem (AFNAN) 

 

AFNAN 

14. Al-Quds University/ Hind 

Al-Husseini College 

(SHADI)  

REEMA S. 

15. Al-Quds Open University 

(REEMA S.)  

REEMA S. 

16. Mona Qawasmi ا���
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18. Azoun Municipality 

(Local council) 
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UNDP AND KFW    

Azoun Municipality, its local council and mayor 

opened their village and their hearts to the PCC.  The 

Municipality has donated land in which PCC is in the 

process of building Center, funded by UNDP and 

KfW. 

19. Taxi Abdo   "��	,�� 0) 
�#(� 
�� ���%"�#(9� E�  "�% "�� -$��
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"�#(9�  +����� 2���� 0) !
��������#�,F���  !�

 /��������O  ��%�� C
� /�	��� +�����!
%��%O  0)

 E� "��	,��"�#(9�.    
 

PCC Partners (in alphabetical order) 

20. Belgian Consulate/ 

Belgium Development 

Cooperation  

 M��F +����� $�#%O 0) 0���� ��� 1	� 0�
����� !��	,��

�
��� M�+3 M��	,.  
The Belgium Development Cooperation assisted the 

PCC several years ago during a time of financial 

crisis.   Moreover, through their support, the PCC was 

able to help renovate and preserve one floor of an 

historical building in Nablus to carry out its activities. 

 

We hope that the Belgium Development Cooperation 

will become PCC core partners in the near future.  

 

21. Diakonia  

�
,��,�3� :������ !�!  
�� $%� +�����HIIJ  ��O

1����� 2����� ��%
 3 
�� ����� 
�� !a�  E� ��%��	,�

�" ل�#�� �����  �
�#%�� ��Da� ����� :���T +���

�
�
��� �?)��� 0) -��%	��.  
Diakonia has been a strategic partner since 1998.  

Through our partnership with Diakonia, we have been 

able to enhance and expand the Youth Program 

professionally and geographically.  Actually, the first 

youth conference held by PCC in 2005 (name of 

conference) was realized through Diakonia support. 

Diakonia also partnered with the PCC in undertaking 

a study regarding the psychological impact of the 

Israeli Wall on Palestinians in the Qalqilya District.  

We are proud to say that information from this study 

was used in the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in 

the Hague hearings regarding the Israeli Annexation 

and Separation Wall.   

22. Italian Cooperation   !�+� M
�� 0) +����� /
��, 0) 
��� 0��(
3� !��	,��

"
��,�� 2��%��� 
���� "�F !�.  ��,���� 
������ ��$%
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 +����� 
���� ����� !
$�� ����� ���� ��,�� � ��
���

 X������ Q
��, �,� � (
(F,�� 8�,) 0).  
The Italian Cooperation assisted the PCC through a 

grant for the expansion of our work, specifically, the 

village of Azoun in the Qalqilya District.  It is through 

this partnership that the PCC initiated the 

Rehabilitation Program for Chronically Ill Patients 

serving adult individuals with severe psychiatric 

disorders.  This is the first program of its kind in the 

West Bank.   

 

We would like to especially thank Mr. Claudio 

Giubergia who I am sad to say passed away recently 

due to cancer; and Dr. Mohammad Mandour who 

provided professional guidance to the PCC during the 

process of planning and final realization of the 

project.    

23. Swiss Agency for 

Development Cooperation 
 $%� +����� :���� !� !��	,��� �
�%,�� �
��
���� �������

 
��HIIJ  !

�,��,�3� :������ !� 0� � !� +�����

 (<��� "��� 0) ����F� -�%	���� -����� 
���� "�F

/���� 0) 8���%����  .  
SDC has been a PCC partner since 1998 and is 

presently on of the PCC Core Partners.   As with 

many of our partners, SDC not only assists PCC 

financially, but also the exposure of our work 

professionally as well as advocacy work in Jerusalem  

through organizing meetings with visiting Swiss 

delegations including parliamentarians and 

journalists.     

24. UNIFEM  0'��%T� 8��,��� 
�9� Q��%� E� ������� "�F !�

� 8�����"�� +��������  0) M,���F E
��,HH �  �
��J 

 �
��� +���� E� !��	,��� �
��<�� �#��� 0) ��?)���

:��%�� E� !���	
 -$��. �  ���;� E� ���	�� �	��,

 !�
���� � ��
��
��� ���
�9� X���� "�F !� 
#
%�
��

.  
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In partnership with UNIFEM, the PCC has been able 

to expand its services to an additional 11 villages in 8 

districts of the West Bank through the Sabaya Centers 

project.  Moreover, through a coordinated effort 

between UNIFEM, PCC, Addameer, and Mandela, 

Palestinian women political prisoners and their 

families are now receiving professional services on the 

legal and psychological level in addition to advocacy 

work to change the reality of political prisoners and 

their families.  

25. UNDP !� 
�� "�F !� +����� X�(,�� UNDP     

!�+���� :�%� �
���� b� 
�� � /���% 0) +���� :��%�    

    
UNDP has played an important role in the life of the 

PCC.  Through UNDP financial support, the PCC 

began its expansion geographically (in terms of 

facilities) and established our Center in Nablus.  This 

year, the PCC received a grant from UNDP to build a 

facility in Azoun.      

26. Welfare Association   "� !��	,�� ���;� 
�� ��� "��% !�  ���� �%� !�� 

���
�(�� M,�
�� "�F� M,
��� $%� +���  
As stated in my welcoming remarks, the Welfare 

Association has supported the PCC from its 

beginnings and continues to do so today.   

   

 

 

=$� 0) �%��
 + M
�� 
��% !� ����%���� ��
�	, �
+�!  ����;���� \�F�Y� �%�
��,

��,��M
: 

At this time, we would like to present a Token of Appreciation for the following 

individuals and organizations:  
 

No. Name Remarks 

PCC Partners (alphabetical order) 

 

1.  :��%A� 0��	�� Q��%���

0���,�3�� -���,�3� 

Arab Fund for Economic 
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and Social Development  

 

2. AGFUND – Saudi Arabia  

 

 

3. EED – Germany  

 

 

4. Ford Foundation  

 

 

5. KfW – Germany  

 

 

6. Barham Charitable Trust - 

UK 

 

 

PCC friends and staff… 

 

7. Nidal Al- Jubeh  

 

 

8. Jawad Dweik  

 

MUNEERA 

9. Khair Najameh  

 

SHADI 

10. Afnan Masarweh  

 

SHADI 

11. Siham Rashid  

 

 

 


